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into the coal palace for the privilege of shaking 
hands with the President. It was nearly nine o ’clock 
when the reception ended and a few minutes later 
the special train pulled out for St. Joseph, Missouri.
For more than a year the coal palace stood as a 
monument to the enterprise of the citizens of Ot­
tumwa. It was readorned and opened again in con­
nection with the festival in 1891 which was not as 
successful as the first had been. Though the exposi­
tion was attractive, the waterfall was improved, and 
the mine continued to operate, enthusiasm for the 
project seemed to have subsided. Neither General 
Russell A. Alger, Governor Horace Boies, nor Rep­
resentative William McKinley drew the crowds that 
had visited the first coal palace. The structure was 
later torn down and the Ottumwa coal palace passed 
into history.
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